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Texas is now ours. Already, before these words are written, her
Convention has undoubtedly ratified the acceptance, by her Congress,
of our proffered invitation into the Union; and made the requisite
changes in her already republican form of constitution to adapt it to its
future federal relations. Her star and her stripe may already be said to
have taken their place in the glorious blazon of our common
nationality; and the sweep of our eagle's wing already includes within
its circuit the wide extent of her fair and fertile land…
Why, were other reasoning wanting, in favor of now elevating
this question of the reception of Texas into the Union, out of the lower
region of our past party dissensions, up to its proper level of a high
and broad nationality, it surely is to be found, found abundantly, in the
manner in which other nations have undertaken to intrude themselves
into it, between us and the proper parties to the case, in a spirit of
hostile interference against us, for the avowed object of thwarting our
policy and hampering our power, limiting our greatness and checking
the fulfillment of our manifest destiny to overspread the continent
allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly
multiplying millions. This we have seen done by England, our old rival
and enemy; and by France, strangely coupled with her against us….
It is wholly untrue, and unjust to ourselves, the pretence that
the Annexation has been a measure of spoliation, unrightful and
unrighteous--of military conquest under forms of peace and law--of
territorial aggrandizement at the expense of justice, and justice due by
a double sanctity to the weak….If Texas became peopled with an
American population; it was by no contrivance of our government, but
on the express invitation of that of Mexico herself; accompanied with
such guaranties of State independence, and the maintenance of a
federal system analogous to our own, as constituted a compact fully
justifying the strongest measures of redress on the part of those
afterwards deceived in this guaranty, and sought to be enslaved under
the yoke imposed by its violation. She was released, rightfully and
absolutely released, from all Mexican allegiance, or duty of cohesion to
the Mexican political body, by the acts and fault of Mexico herself, and
Mexico alone. There never was a clearer case. It was not revolution; it
was resistance to revolution….
Nor is there any just foundation for the charge that Annexation
is a great proslavery measure—calculated to increase and perpetuate
that institution. Slavery had nothing to do with it. Opinions were and

are greatly divided, both at the North and South, as to the influence to
be exerted by it on Slavery and the Slave States….
California probably, next fall away from the loose adhesion
which, in such a country as Mexico, holds a remote province in a slight
equivocal kind of dependence on the metropolis. Imbecile and
distracted, Mexico never can exert any real governmental authority
over such a country….Already the advance guard of the irresistible
army of Anglo-Saxon emigration has begun to pour down upon it,
armed with the plough and the rifle, and marking its trail with schools
and colleges, courts and representative halls, mills and meetinghouses. A population will soon be in actual occupation of California,
over which it will be idle for Mexico to dream of dominion. They will
necessarily become independent. All this without agency of our
government, without responsibility of our people--in the natural flow of
events, the spontaneous working of principles, and the adaptation of
the tendencies and wants of the human race to the elemental
circumstances in the midst of which they find themselves placed.

